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are fast increasing in our country. Not a few of them, our author 
among the rest, are expected to enrich our pages with their contri- 
butions ; and we trust the day is not far distant when our cause 
shall rally in its support the master-minds of all Christendom, and 
its whole literature shall become a literature of peace, purity and 
love. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



Extracts from a letter of Rev. J. Hargreaves, Cor. Sec. of the London 
Peace Society, to William Laud, Esq. 

Waltham Abbey, Sept. IS, 1838. 

Last April I delivered lectures in some principal towns, viz., Hertford, Bald- 
ruck, Gainsborough, Doncaster and Hull. They were well attended, and 
well received, and seemed to make a good and strong impression. The 
Friends in Baldruck subsequently sent me a letter, accompanied with a vote of 
thanks, numerously signed, expressing their approbation. The signatures 
included Churchmen, Methodists, Independents, and those of note in society. 
At Doncaster, the attendance was the largest; and at the close of the lecture, 
a clergyman rose to offer some objections, but was prevented by the meeting. 
We parted to meet the next day for discussion; but when he came, he declined 
to enter verbally upon the subject, and gave me his remarks in writing. These, 
with my reply, subsequently appeared in the public papers. During that 
journey, I had an opportunity, as an entire stranger, of vindicating the peace 
principle in a steam vessel, before a large company that opposed it, and have 
reason to hope that good was done. Opponents sometimes become converts, 
if not at the moment, yet afterwards. Mr. Beverly (a considerable author), I 
recollect, once at Scarborough, raised the same objections to my views as the 
clergyman at Doncaster; but he now, in his writings, vindicates our views. 
The cause is progressing, and I think much more rapidly, than at any former 
period. Mr. Harris, the author of a most popular work called Mammon (a 
prize essay), has spoken in its favor. Mr. Williams, also, advocates its princi- 
ples. He is, perhaps, the most celebrated, if not the most useful, missionary 
cf the present times. He labors in the South Sea Islands. Mr. Medhurst, 
missionary from China, has also to me given his sentiments in our favor. He 
also advocated the cause at our last annual meeting. The Patriot newspaper 
admits into its columns a defence of the Peace Society. The Evangelical 
Magazine, which I have previously considered as closed against us, has ad- 
mitted this month an article containing fourteen questions, which appear 
condemnatory of war, remarking, however, that on these inquiries they express 
no opinion. The Baptist Magazine for this month has also an article highly 
favorable to the pacific principle. The committee have long been seeking 
for a suitable person to lecture, establish auxiliaries, and revive those already 
in existence. Mr. David Moses is now employed by them on probation. He 
has delivered several lectures in the vicinity of London, of which I have 
heard a favorable account. 

Raising your standard will promote the cause, as it will provoke opposition, 
and promote discussion. But it should be raised, not on account only, or 
chiefly, of its aiding the cause, but because truth requires it, let consequences 
be what they may. 

Dr. Allen's opposition will do good, and cause many to think who perhaps 
would not, without that stimulus, have ever taken the matter into their con- 
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sideration. Truth courts discussion. Agitation will befriend us. T.et men of 
learning and talents enter the field against us, we tremble not. We believe 
our principles founded in tru'.h, and that they and the Bible must stand or fall 
together. Hence we are invulnerable in our vital parts. Let us keep to the 
point, all war is sinful. Let war be called by whatever name it may, it is 
unjust and unnecessary. Self-defence to maintain our rights, to avenge 
wrongs, to support the weak, and many other pretences, may be advanced 
and pleaded to justify what is called defensive war; but they are all mere hu- 
man devices, and will not bear examination in the light of the New Testament. 
Suppositions, influences, consequences, &c, are brought forward sometimes, 
in a startling light; but let us turn to the Bible, to the holy Scriptures, and 
even if we could not answer their supposed consequences, We shall find our- 
selves upon a rock which cannot be moved. 

Your letter I sent to Mr. Brockway soon after it reached me, and I rather 
think he took a copy of it, and I wish it may move our committee to get up 
petitions, and to induce the auxiliaries to get up petitions to Parliament to 
propose to other nations the creation of a tribunal to settle international dis- 
putes, without appeal to arms. The plan is so feasible and rational, that I 
should think, that it would be approved by every considerate mind. A vol- 
ume of our tracts has, I believe, been presented to the distinguished foreigners 
who have come over to the coronation of our young Queen, or for other pur- 
poses. They have been professedly kindly received, and have been acknowl- 
edged by kind and friendly replies, especially by Marshal Soult. Some or all 
of these answers will appear in the Herald. 



Further extracts from. Mr. Ladd's Letter. 

New York, Dec. 5, 1838. 

I have visited, several times, the theological seminary here. There are 
several warm peace men there, and they sent a committee to request of the 
faculty leave for me to lecture to the scholars, but they were put off by what 
I think a misconstruction of the laws. It was no more than I expected; but it 
is the first time I ever was refused by a theological seminary. 

Last night there was a sermon on Peace preached at the universalist meeting 
house. I was too much engaged to be present. I understood that about 40 
signatures to the petition were procured. 

J have accomplished one good thing for the cause of peace since! have been 
in the city. An application has been made to me by the Executive Committee 
of the " American Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge" for a 
peace book for their library which, if they like, they are to stereotype. In this 
way, the principles of peace will in a few years be presented to the minds of 
more than two millions and a half of children in this country, and, if they inter- 
change publications with the society of the same kind in England, to an equal 
number in Great Britain. This is the second time I have had an invitation of 
the kind from this society, informal, in both instances, it is true, but made in 
such a way as to be sure. I have had similar applications from two other 
quarters. All that is wanted to make the cause go ahead rapidly is, time and 
money. I am willing to give mine, but mine is not enough. "The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few." 

I have seen two letters to Origin Bacheler, Secretary of the N. Y. Peace 
Society; one from the Mexican minister, in Spanish, enclosing one hundred 
dollars for the N. Y. Peace Society, with many thanks for the instrumentality of 
that Society in preventing war between Mexico and the United States, and for 
Iheir endeavor to get our government to mediate between Mexico and France. 
The other is from the French minister, and is a polite acknowledgment of the 
endeavor to obtain the mediation of our government between France and 
Mexico, but declining any committal. 
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Dec. 6. The celebrated Joseph John Gurney is in this city, and yesterday 
I sent him a note desiring to know when it would be convenient for me to 
call upon him. In answer, he invited himself to breakfast this morning at Dr. 
Cock's whose hospitality I have enjoyed ever since I arrived in the city. You 
may depend on it, I improved every moment of the time. My object was to 
interest him in the peace cause generally, and to get him to induce the Friends 
in this country to aid the cause of peace, and in England to help on with the 
Congress of Nations. Without my asking him for any thing, he gave me one 
hundred dollars, expressly for publishing the essays on a Congress of Nations. 
This is the third hundred dollar subscriber which we have to this work; but 
after all it drags heavily. 



Mr. Ladd's visit to Princeton. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 24, 1838. 

Mr dear Fbiend, — I left New York on the 14th inst. on my way to the 
South. As I was to pass within nine miles of Princeton, I felt " my mind ex- 
ercised," as the Friends would say, to visit that important station. Accord- 
ingly, I left the cars at Whitestown, and took the stage wagon for Princeton, 
and arrived about 7 o'clock. 

As soon as I had supped, I set out to call on the Rev. Samuel Miller, D. D., 
Prof, of Eccl. Hist, and Ch. Gov. When I reflected on the difficulty which I 
had, when I was here before, about three or four years ago, to gain admittance 
forthe cause of Peace in this theological seminary, I must acknowledge that I 
had great misgivings; but " never despair," is the motto which I inscribe on 
my banners. Dr. Miller is a very accomplished gentleman, and he received me 
with great cordiality. He said he could not go with us in opposing war in 
every supposable case; but he frankly admitted that there never had been a 
war since the promulgation of the gospel, in which its precepts had not been 
violated on both sides, and he gave bis free consent that I should lecture to the 
students, but wished me to call on Dr. Alexander. 

The nixt morning I called on Dr. Alexander, the Professor of Didactic and 
Polemic Theology, who at once consented to my request, and I appointed that 
afternoon at 3 o'clock. He said he would give notice to his class, and see 
that notice was given to others. On my return, on looking for Dr. Miller, to 
advise of the time appointed, I found him in his lecture room, and I attended 
an excellent lecture on sacred chronology. After the lecture he walked with 
me to the college to introduce me to the Rev. James Carnahan, the president, 
and the Rev. John Maclean, the vice president. They were not at home; but I 
afterwards found them, and Mr. Maclean kindly invited me to dinner, and to 
spend the time 1 remained at Princeton at his house. Indeed, I have found 
the most abundant hospitality ever since 1 left my residence at Ports- 
mouth, and have not had occasion to spend a single day at any public house, 
though I have sometimes done so, in hopes of greater usefulness. 

I held my lecture in the Oratory of the theological seminary, and found it 
well filled. Drs. Miller and Alexander were present, and Mr. Maclean. Dr. 
Miller requested the scholars to stop after the lecture, and, as I supposed he 
wished to criticise it, I retired. I afterwards understood, that he entirely ap- 
proved of all that I had said. I took my tea with Dr. Charles Hodge, Profes- 
sor of Oil. and Bib. Lit., who is ill, and he invited me to repeat my visit to 
Princeton. These three Professors agree with us in practice, but differ a little 
in principle, and are willing to have the subject discussed. If every one who 
is favorable to the cause of Peace would do something in his own way, and ac- 
cording to his own principles, the work would soon be done. 

I had no opportunity to preach on the Sabbath, which is almost the only 
Sabbath on which I have not preached since our anniversary in May last; but 
I heard an excellent sermon, in the chapel of the theological seminary, by Dr. 
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Alexander, from the words of our Saviour, recorded in John 1: 47, " Behold 
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile." If I had wanted a sermon to 
encourage me in carrying on an unpopular work of God, I could scarcely have 
asked for a better one. The sermon was entirely extempore, and was very 
superior both in matter and delivery. There is here no afternoon sermon. In 
the evening, I heard an excellent discourse, in the Presbyterian church, by the 
Rev. John Breckenridge, D. D., Professor of Pastoral Theology and Mission- 
ary Instruction, from Phil. 2: 4, " Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others," in which I thought he went the whole 
length of our peace principles. I afterwards called at his house, but did not 
find him at home. I left him Dymond, and some other tracts. I likewise 
called on the Rev. Addison Alexander, associate instructor in the department 
of Ori. and Bib. Lit., who, I understood, had preached a peace sermon last 
thanksgiving day. 

On Tuesday evening, according to appointment, I delivered a lecture on a 
Congress of Nations in the college. The attendance was good, and so was the 
attention, and I hope good was done. I did not circulate the petition for a 
Congress of Nations, as I intended, either in the seminary or in the college, 
because I understood, that the instructors were unfavorable to such a measure, 
and I think we ought always to consult the wishes of the faculty in our semi- 
naries. On Thursday I took the stage for Philadelphia, having "finished my 
ministry " in Princeton, as the Friends would say, and in mercantile language, 
"having done a pretty good business." I distributed many of our peace 
tracts, and left about forty Dymonds with Mr. Rufus Taylor, a theological 
student, who had heard me lecture at Amherst, Mass., and is a thorough-going 
peace man, who promised to distribute them to advantage. I also held discus- 
sions with some of the students, but not so many as I desired. I also left 
with Mr. Taylor a set of the Herald of Peace, and a full set of the English 
tracts. 

I said I did a good business in Princeton. I meant in a moral, not a pecu- 
niary, sense; for I did not get a cent of money there, and I did not ask it. 
It is very distressing to have to go with the olive-branch in one hand, and the 
contribution-box in the other. If our friends who have been long indoctrina- 
ted in the principles of Peace, do not help us, what are we to expect from 
new converts ? As you observe in your last, ' Our friends must come more 
promptly to our aid, or I do not see how we are to get along.' We have 
done more, according to the help afforded us, than any other society that ever 
attempted to change public opinion on any subject; but what can we do with- 
out means ? Give us the means, and we will soon change the opinions of the 
world, for " the truth is great and it will prevail ;" but if it be never presented 
it can never prevail. If the tempest of war should again come over our land, 
and sweep away our literary and theological seminaries, and our Bible, tract, 
and missionary societies, what can they say, who have never prayed the Lord 
to " do as he hath said," and cause the swords to be beaten into ploughshares ? 
Your fellow-laborer in the cause of peace, Wm. Ladd. 
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